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A NOTE FROM THE CHAIR
Hello everyone

I hope you are all well and are now looking forward to the spring and summer
when hopefully the weather will cooperate, and we can enjoy some fine, sunny days,
including our outdoor painting days!
The committee and I are very pleased to be back in the Black Swan’s Long Gallery for
our spring exhibition, which runs from 8 - 28 April, so get those brushes and pencils out.
We want to see what you’ve all been doing!
Our AGM will take place on Thursday 21 April at 7.30pm, at the Cricket club, Rodden Road,
Frome. We look forward to meeting up with all our members and giving a special welcome
to new members, who would be welcome to join us for drinks at 7pm, before the AGM
formally begins at 7.30. Please bring along any friends who might be interested in joining
the Frome Art Society. As Carol has said elsewhere in this newsletter, we need new
members to keep moving forward into the future.
I look forward to seeing you all soon.

Alan Overton | Chair, Frome Art Society
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SOCIETY NEWS

SOCIETY NEWS
New Members Wanted
We need to reinvigorate the Frome Art Society after two difficult years. If we all want to
see FAS thrive, what better way than encouraging new members. We have probably already
persuaded those friends that wanted to join, but we need to reach out further.
Our recruitment campaign will begin with a printed A5 flyer ‘Frome Art Society welcomes
new members’. This flyer will be available at our demos, talks, workshops, the AGM, and the
spring exhibition. The central spots in Frome are covered, but if you live in outlying areas,
it would be a great help if you could stick up or leave a few leaflets in your local village hall,
noticeboards, cafes, pubs or shops – anywhere that will take them (remembering we have
a limited number of flyers, so only small amounts please).
We will also be taking adverts every two months in the Frome magazine, ‘The List’.
Local parish magazines could be another place to tell people about FAS activities,
so if you feel inspired, perhaps you could write a small article about us?
Another advertising platform is social media. It would be very helpful, if you are willing,
to post our electronic version of the flyer (or a mention about Frome Art Society) together
with your artwork on Facebook or Instagram and share it to your local community groups.
Of course, our spring exhibition will also be an ideal place to promote ourselves.
If you are already posting your art to Instagram and wish to be followed by
Frome Art Society, email Carol with your Instagram handle. We already follow
a few FAS members, but we would love to see more of your artwork.
• If you would like a feature on either our Instagram or Facebook page (or both),
please email Carol with images of your artwork, cropped to show the artwork only.
The file should be approximately 1MB, accompanied by a title and if you are inclined,
a few words.

Newsletter Manager Wanted
We rely on volunteers to maintain Frome Art Society activities and communications.
We need a manager (two people could share this role) for our online quarterly newsletters
and email notifications. This would involve editorial tasks and the occasional write-up about
events at Frome Art Society and elsewhere.
Newsletter content is mainly supplied by the committee and members, and the volunteer/s
would work closely with – and be supported by – the FAS committee.
Previous experience with MailChimp would be excellent but unnecessary as full training
would be available.
Do step forward – this is an ideal job share with a friend/s or colleague – so please get in
touch with us by emailing fromeartsociety@gmail.com
Thank you
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EXHIBITIONS

EXHIBITIONS 2022

We are delighted to announce our next exhibition back in the Long Gallery at the
Black Swan. You are invited to submit two pictures, up to 100 cm in either direction
in any medium, including hand-made prints (wood-cut, lino-cut, mono-prints), not digital.
3-D works welcome.
There will also be space for unframed works and cards, and we will be taking contactless
payments. There will be an independent judge for the Vera Skinner prizes with awards
of £200, £100 and £50.
Please fill in the application form online or print and post. Deadline 28 March 2022.
Don’t forget we need our exhibitors to be responsible for stewarding the exhibition.
If anybody is able to help with the exhibition, registering paintings at the hand-in
on Tuesday 5 April, or by wielding a hammer, helping with online forms, or taking
down paintings on Monday 25 April for collection and making good all the walls,
please get in touch with Averil.

Key Dates
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Open For Entry
Entry Deadline
Delivery of work

4 March
28 March
5 April

Exhibition opens
8 April
Exhibition last day 24 April
Collection of work 25 April

Credits Amy Yates, Gillian Flack, Maureen Bond and David Thomas

Spring Exhibition
Long Gallery, Black Swan Arts | Frome
Friday 8 to Sunday 24 April 2022 | 10am to 4pm

eNEWSLETTER 2022 • 2

>

TALKS & DEMOS

DEMONSTRATION

Zoom Demonstration
‘Café Scene in Watercolour’ by Paul Simmons
Thursday 24 March | 7pm to 9pm | Free
Zoom link via digital Newsletters.
Paul Simmons paints vibrant watercolours and oils of landscapes, cityscapes, café
and street scenes. Paul trained at St Martins College, London and has been a professional
artist and illustrator all his life. He is a well-published and frequently-commissioned artist.
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WORKSHOPS

WORKSHOP

Trudoxhill Village Hall
‘Experimental Drawing from Nature’ with JO BEAL
Friday 18 March 2022 | 10am to 4pm | £35pp
Please book using our online booking form. Link via digital Newsletters.
In this experimental and fun workshop, we explore and capture the form, colour, textures
and shapes of plants and flowers using a range of pens, pencils and mark-making tools. With
spring plants and flowers as our inspiration, we begin the day drawing from observation
using found mark-making tools to capture the main characteristics of our beautiful, natural
subjects. Gradually, we hone in on textures, colours and markings using coloured pencils
and chalk pastels. Throughout the day, we will explore several drawing techniques.

Materials you will need

The tutor will provide a range of materials,
but please bring your own if you have them
already to hand and prefer to use your own.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Paper – A2 cartridge paper
A range of fine-liner pens
Chalk pastels
Inks - especially coloured inks if you
wish to use them (the tutor will provide
Indian ink)
Mark-making tools –sticks etc
Coloured pencils
Acrylic paints and water pots
Please bring plastic or paper to protect
your work table
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WORKSHOPS

WORKSHOP

Trudoxhill Village Hall
‘Mixed Media Landscape’ with AMANDA BEE
Friday 22 April 2022 | 10am to 4pm | £35pp
Please book using our online booking form. Link via digital Newsletters.
We will create vibrant, textural landscape paintings using acrylics, collage, water-soluble
pencils, crayons, and oil pastels. Using your own photographs and preferably sketches, we
will reduce the landscape to its simplest form and shapes and then build it up with a limited
palette of colour. We will incorporate collage and other media to produce visually exciting
paintings that still explore your interests. It would be helpful to use landscape photographs
of a place you know quite well or have sketched before. Please bring along your sketches,
as these will provide extra visual ideas to incorporate into the landscape.

Materials you will need

• Acrylic paints - limited colours of white,
Paynes grey, a blue, a red and a yellow
of your choice.
• A selection of brushes, palette knives
(if you like using them),
• Palette, water pot and kitchen roll.
• Acrylic paper or board (primed), min A4.
• At least two boards but no more than 4.
• Photos and sketches of a landscape
• Scrap paper for ideas.
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• Any or all of the following if you have
them: pencil, charcoal, oil pastels,
soft pastels, water-soluble pencils or
crayons and Posca pens.
• A selection of papers for collage newspaper, coloured papers, paper bags,
tissue paper etc, NOT shiny magazine paper.
• A glue stick or PVA glue. Scissors.
• Please bring plastic or paper to protect
your work table.
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PAINTING DAYS

OUTDOOR PAINTING 2022

Fridays and Wednesdays | 10am to 4pm
These arrangements are for members only (no guests or dogs, please).
Come and go as you please between 10am and 4pm—toilet facilities at all venues.
Please be prepared to contribute to the host’s charity and observe the host’s
Covid requirements where asked.
View all the listings of venues with directions on our FAS Painting & Sketching
Schedule 2022. Download link via digital Newsletters.

Wednesday 8 June | Donation
AVONCLIFF AQUEDUCT
Attractive river and canal-side venue in a spectacular setting. With views of the
aqueduct and canal traffic. Pay at the ticket machine. All-day parking £4.50. Cross Guns
PH won’t mind us using their grounds and toilets if we buy refreshments from them.

Wednesday 15 June | Donation
COOMBE FARM
Farm situated in Nunney Coombe, Old farm buildings, gardens,
Nunney Brook and rural views.

Friday 24 June | Donation
FLINTFORD FARM
Working farm with animals, stream and landscapes.

Wednesday 29 June | Donation
JOB’S MILL
Mill House, stream, mill pond and weir. Gardens and views.
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Wednesday 6 July | Donation
MELLS PARK HOUSE
Large country house with grounds. The place where Nelson Mandela’s
release from prison was negotiated.

Friday 15 July | Donation
ROCKFIELD HOUSE
Imposing 18th/19th C village house in rustic surroundings: outhouses,
orchard, woods and paddock. Views across Nunney.

Wednesday 20 July | Entry £5 per member
MILTON LODGE GARDENS
Gardens. Views of Wells Cathedral and surrounding countryside.
Light refreshments are available.

Friday 29 July | Donation
GRANDON MANOR FARM
C15th century manor House, working farm, trout pond, waterfall, views,
lake, pedigree Aberdeen Angus herd (wellies suggested).

Wednesday 3 August | Donations to St Margaret’s Hospice
WELLS RECLAMATION
Masses of subjects to paint or draw. Antiques to rockets;
farm machinery to garden ornaments/statues.

Friday 12 August | Donation
DOWER HOUSE
Extensive gardens, house, ponds, stream and landscaped surroundings.

Wednesday 17 August | Donation
MARSTON MILL
Mill with surrounding ground in a valley. Woods, river, house and attractive grounds.

Wednesday 24 August | Donation
UPPER ROW FARM
Working farm; old barn, archaeological finds with small reconstruction of Roman garden.
Wellies if wet; working farm! To assist owners re cars, please try to advise your intentions
in advance by calling David.
In case of query, call David Scrutton
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